
Managing A/V Materials in a University: 
thoughts from an industry provider

Gil Toffell

Learning on Screen



Learning on Screen

• Organisation founded in 1948 by academics to facilitate and encourage the 
use of moving imagery and sound in tertiary education.

• Learning on Screen operates the ‘BoB’ broadcast media streaming and 
recording service for educational institutions in the United Kingdom.

• Website and all resources can be found at: https://learningonscreen.ac.uk/
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What has running BoB taught 
us, and how might our 
experience help you?

• Not automatically recording all broadcast output on BoB 
is a decision. Storage has costs – both financial and 
environmental.

• Duplication can mean a waste of server space. Do all 
A/V assets need a centralised home? 

• Is it better to host your A/V materials fully in-house, 
fully externally, or employ a mixture of the two? Will a 
custom-made system reinvent the wheel?

• Large databases pose significant challenges to creating 
an effective search function. Artificial Intelligence can 
help, but ensure it is fit for purpose for the task.



Limitations to 
AI
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