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Context: CLARIAH

• Common Lab Research Infrastructure for the Arts & Humanities (CLARIAH)

• Part of the National Roadmap Large-scale Research Infrastructure (NWO)



Digitization and Tool Proliferation in NL

• Mass digitization of AV Collections (Images for the Future, 2007-2014)

• A plethora of digital tools for media studies since the 2000s

AVResearcher XL (2012)Images for the Future (2007-2014)



The need for infrastructure

Challenges

• Integration AV collections into teaching and research

– how to bring digitized collections to students and scholars?

• Sustainability of tools: 

– what happens after project-based tool development?

– how to accommodate for divergent analytical needs across disciplines 

in tools and infrastructure?



What does CLARIAH do?

Build an infrastructure (data, tools, community) to facilitate access to large collections of 

digital data and to innovative and user-friendly applications for the processing of these 

data to enable doing arts, humanities and social science research and teaching.





Media  Suite Collections (selection)



Access to (streamable) digitized AV archives

AV archive NISV
Jean Desmet Collection 

(Eye Filmmuseum)

Oral history collections 

(DANS)



Access to AV-related collections

KB Newspaper collection 

(connection to Delpher)

Jean Desmet poster collection

(Eye Filmmuseum)

Jean Desmet business archive

(Eye Filmmuseum)



Data Enrichments

• Automatic Speech Recognition for broadcast collections (radio + television)

• OCR for typewritten documents



Search Tool(s)



Annotation Tool & Workspace 

• Cross-collection corpus building:

• Bookmark, classify and save items in personal user space

• Segmentation and annotation of video, images and audio

Video annotation

Image annotation



Media Suite Learn

• Media Suite Learn launched in 2020

• Website: https://mediasuite.clariah.nl/learn

https://mediasuite.clariah.nl/learn


Teaching & Research Resources

• Formats:

• Tutorials: per subject (film, (new) media, television studies) and per tool (video annotation, 

data analysis, visualization)

• (Archive-based) curated playlists

• Community building: master classes/summer schools & fellowship program



Finding a place in existing curricula

• Curricula cannot easily be redesigned

• Tutorials complementary, not replacements

• Utrecht University Media & Culture program as pedagogical “testbed”



Nurturing Archival Literacy

• One interface, different search parameters: search becomes a moving target!

• Students are very media literate, but less archival/database literate

• Interface critical approach: documenting and evaluating search journeys



Think Beyond Text Search

• Facilitate query-by-image and query-by-sound

• Generous interface principle (Whitelaw, 2015)

• Distributed Annotation’n’Enrichment (DANE)

NISV metadata item description

The Sensory Moving Image Archive



Links

• https://mediasuite.clariah.nl/learn/subject-tutorials

• https://mediasuite.clariah.nl/learn

• https://mediasuite.clariah.nl/learn/example-projects

• https://www.clariah.nl/fellowships

• https://sensorymovingimagearchive.humanities.uva.nl/index.php/tool_and_prototypes/

https://mediasuite.clariah.nl/learn/subject-tutorials
https://mediasuite.clariah.nl/learn
https://mediasuite.clariah.nl/learn/example-projects
https://www.clariah.nl/fellowships
https://sensorymovingimagearchive.humanities.uva.nl/index.php/tool_and_prototypes/


Thanks for your attention!!

Contact: c.g.olesen@uva.nl

mailto:c.g.Olesen@uva.nl

