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Mechelen, Belgium
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Thomas More 
university college 
Mechelen

Educational bachelor primary 
teacher education
‘normal’ and ‘short’ version

Duration 
= 3 years for a ‘normal’ starter
= 2 years for someone with 
already another BA-degree

Can teach all topics to 
children from 6 – 12 years 
with this degree.
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How it started
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‘Mediacoach’ in 2018

Project: 

- mapping of MIL in the different courses of our programme

- developing new course about MIL (focus on this topic, one ‘expert’-teacher)

- trying to integrate MIL in other courses (transversal, every team-member involved)

A lot of colleagues already did a few things about MIL. 
Sometimes deliberately, sometimes ’by accident’.
(They didn’t always called it or recognised it like that.)

Not that easy: 
colleagues lack experience/confidence 
or want to focus on their own main subject

“Expert-class” about MIL
o optional (7 choices in total)
o 3th year students
o whole year
o 9 credits (of 180)



Expert-class MIL (status 2019-2023)
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Content:
o Input on their own level + translation on how to do/use it in their future classroom

- Teaching methods, materials developed by external partners, good practices
- Reading of a book that contains MIL-topics and making a vlog about it

o Doing a project with an external partner (outside school-context)
- Eye-opener (“What else can I do with my degree and expertise?”)

- Help to create didactic materials and filling gaps in the domain

o Internship in primary schools
- Teaching lessons on MIL-topics (MICRO-level)

- Helping the school with a MIL-related question (MESO-level)



Expert-class MIL (status 2019-2023)

5

Content:

o Input on their own level + translation on how to do/use it in their future classroom

- Teaching methods, materials developed by external partners, good practices
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Cyberbullying

Sexting

Fake news

Advertising

Games

VR/AR

Citizenship
Digital balance

Creating media

Privacy



Expert-class MIL (status 2019-2023)
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Content:
o Input on their own level + translation on 

how to do/use it in their future classroom
- Reading of a book that contains MIL-

topics and making a vlog about it

- “Book-club” to talk about findings and
explore the other books



Expert-class MIL (status 2019-2023)
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Content:

o Doing a project with an external partner (outside school-context)

- Eye-opener (“What else can I do with my degree and expertise?”)

- Help to create didactic materials and filling gaps in the domain

- Present it in an advertisement
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Expert-class MIL (status 2019-2023)
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Content:

o Internship in primary schools

- Teaching lessons on MIL-topics (MICRO-level)
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Expert-class MIL (status 2019-2023)
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Content:

o Internship in primary schools

- Helping the school with a MIL-related question (MESO-level)

“How can we 
lower the barrier 
for teachers to 
use different 
online tools in 
the classroom?”

“How can we – as a school – 
inform parents about the 
medialiteracy of their child so 
they can be involved in their 
digital world?”



New curriculum (2023 - …)
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No more optional expert-classes  MIL for every student!

What’s new?

New course “Medialiteracy and STEM”    will be enrolled in FEB 24
o One semester 
o 3 credits (of 180)
o In combination with STEM (touching fields together in co-teaching)
o Only input-part of expert-class remains
o In our short programme: pre-service teachers together with LIO-students (in-service but no teaching degree)

New “focus” in the long internship of the 3th year students will be enrolled in SEP 24
o One semester 
o Part of an 18 credits-internship
o Hands-on: how to integrate the topics in the classroom and school?
o Together with mentor (teacher at the school)
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To be continued…

Thank you!

Lise De Boeck (Lise.deboeck@thomasmore.be) 
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