
Your Name / Session TitleMission Statement for Project

For far too long traditional modes of 

teaching theatrical makeup within 

university training programs have 

privileged the global minority. Historically, 

mass media and the cosmetics industry 

have defined beauty norms by featuring 

lighter skin tones and smoother hair 

textures.

It is time to disrupt these norms and model 

the best, most inclusive practices we want 

to see in the industry.
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Professor Sarah M Oliver
● Dept. of Theatre & Drama, costume 

technology & design

● PI- MOOC, Center for Academic 

Innovation & CRLT Faculty 

Development Fund grant

Professor Christianne Myers
● Dept. of Theatre & Drama, costume 

design

● PI- Arts Initiative grant

Center for Academic Innovation
● Jae Schueren, Project manager

● Jacob Aguinage, Learning 

Experience Designer

● Micah Vanderhoof, Media Designer



Your Name / Session TitleGoals: Creation of Massive Open Online Course (MOOC)

• Reach a global community of learners, 

including secondary schools and community 

theatres.

• Exponentially increase access to our current 

performance and production majors in a 

“choose your own adventure” structure. 

• Allows students and/or instructors to tailor 

their learning to the skills they need at the 

time. 
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Who this course is for:

● Ideal for performers or professionals 

looking to apply hair and makeup on 

diverse casts for live performances 

and on-camera work.  Individuals 

with only minimal experiences 

applying makeup and doing hair can 

greatly benefit.
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Learning Outcomes:

● Learn foundational techniques for 

applying stage makeup for all 

complexions and bone structures.

● Learn inclusive language and basic 

techniques for theatrical hair and 

wig preparation.

● Analyze text and utilize color theory 

to develop characters through 

makeup and hair application.
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Drag Makeup
Alexander J. Michaels

Drag artist Alexis Michelle and UM Alum
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Your Name / Session TitleUnited States Institute for Theatre Technology, 2024 Conference Seattle, WA

The United States Institute for Theatre 

Technology hosts an annual conference 

and trade Expo.

Funding from the Arts Initiative helped 

support our presence at the spring 

conference attended by 3000 members.
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• Introduction to the course

• Module 1 – Setting the Stage  (1 hour 15 mins)

• Module 2 – Designing Makeup for Your Face (4 hours)

• Module 3 - Basic Contour ( 4 hours 13 mins)

• Module 4 – Aging (3 hours 45 mins)

• Module 5 – Intro to Special Effects ( 4 hours 25 mins - OPTIONAL) 

• Module 6 – Hair ( 3 hours - OPTIONAL)

• Module 7 – Drag (6 hours 20 mins - OPTIONAL)
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