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VLE

[Single stage of 
processing]

[Second stage of 
processing]

Film editing 
software

Why 
bother?
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A long time ago in a galaxy far, 
far away….

not
• 5 ECTS undergraduate module
• Taken by final year science students
• 6 weeks / 6 themes / flipped classroom Tips
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https://www.shotcut.org/
https://www.apple.com/final-cut-pro/
https://www.apple.com/ca/imovie/
https://www.adobe.com/ie/products/premiere.html
https://www.youtube.com/@historyoflife7343


1. Slide design +
voice recording

need to be 
good quality 

[right from start]
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3. Use opening sequences
to grab attention

2. Insert [free]
clips/stock footage to 

augment core message 
+ immerse students [main clips or overlays]
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https://pixabay.com/
https://stock.adobe.com/ie/free
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4. Use background music to control mood/tone

3. Use audio tools in film-editing software to
improve sound quality of voice-over narration
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https://pixabay.com/
https://youtu.be/uIGcMfpsaRM?si=W-GPas6f1nyooN_F
https://www.youtube.com/@audiolibrary_
https://mobygratis.com/


9

5. Use pan effects to direct viewer attention
+ introduce dynamic movement
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83X4G9zCWP0&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEwn9pF8sHo


Student 
feedback
How did you find the 
pre-recorded lectures?

Do you think they 
improved your 
understanding of the 
topics explored? 

How did they compare 
with more traditional ‘in-
person lectures’, or 
prerecorded lectures in 
other modules?
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Why?
Emotional 
response

5. Digital storytelling: powerful communication tool

Mayer’s Cognitive 
Theory of Multimedia Learning
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https://screenrant.com/blade-runner-2049-eyes-memories-symbolism-meaning-explained/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10648-023-09842-1


“If	it	can	be	written,	or	thought,	
it	can	be	filmed.”

6. Funding is not important. The only limiting
factor is imagination
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Full human 
evolution lecture:

john.murray@universityofgalway.ie
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https://www.juliet-artmagazine.com/en/stanley-kubrick-if-it-can-be-written-or-thought-it-can-be-filmed/
mailto:john.murray@universityofgalway.ie
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_JRkF2-KZk&t=23s



