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The legal and policy framework

Hate crime and hate speech are a criminal offences in the EU:

• EU law: 2008 Council Framework Decision on combating racism and 

xenophobia 

• National criminal law transposing the Framework Decision (providing 

definitions of hate crimes and criminalised hate speech)

Policy actions:

• EU-level policy: the High-Level Group on combating hate speech and 

hate crime, including specialised networks of justice professionals and 

working groups on specific sub-areas, such as data collection, or online 

hate speech
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The Council Framework Decision of 2008 on racism and 
xenophobia

“publicly inciting to violence or hatred 

directed against a group of persons 

or a member of such a group defined 

by reference to race, colour, religion, 

descent or national or ethnic origin”
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Collaboration and support to national authorities and partner organisations (civil 
society, international organisations)

The EU High Level 

Group on combating 

hate speech and 

hate crime 

Citizens, Equality, 

Rights and Values 

(CERV) Programme

Code of

Conduct+ on 

countering

illegal hate 

speech online

→ Next round of funding for 

projects on combating hate 

speech and hate crimes 

opening in early 2027
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Addressing illegal hate speech online : 
Code of Conduct+ on countering illegal hate speech online

Improving the 

capacity to

respond to

threats deriving

from hate waves

(prevention)

Multi-

stakeholder

cooperation / 

exchange and 

monitoring

Code of conduct

under Article 45 

DAS

Signed by all 

VLOPs
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Questions?

Thank you!
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